
 
 

 

FLOW  
(For Love of water) 
Advancing Public Trust Solutions to Save the Great Lakes 

Goals 
 

1. Build deep public awareness and to educate decision makers in 

government, academia, business, and communities about current and 

future issues, threats and abuses to the waters of the Great Lakes, 

Public Trust Principles, and how these principles can be implemented 

to provide a framework for governance over these waters to protect 

them now and for future generations. 

2. Advocate for the respect of the waters of the Great Lakes Basin, the 

implementation of public trust principles in our governance of the 

Great Lakes, the protection of the Lakes themselves, the rich 

biodiversity they support, and the rights that belong to the people living 

in the Great Lakes Basin. 

 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

YOU HAVE RIGHTS 
Public Trust Doctrine 

Used as early as the Justinian period, The Public Trust 
Doctrine outlines how common resources are to be held in 
trust by the state for the use and enjoyment of the general 
public, rather than private interests. The Great Lakes are 

protected under this doctrine from being exploited by private 
groups for profit. 

Drawbacks 

The Public Trust’s biggest weakness is the lack of 
awareness to the doctrine itself. Much of the public is 

unaware that they are the owners to common resources and 
are protected by this doctrine. Many advocates would benefit 
from knowing the inner workings of the doctrine and its ability 

to achieve protection for beneficiaries.  

 

 



 
 

Success 

The Trust puts the power in the hands of the people, which is 
where it holds strength. When governments fail to protect the 
citizens, resulting in actual harm, they are able to invoke The 
Public Trust Doctrine and find refuge within this principle. 

● In 2009 environmental attorney, Jim Olson, settled a 10 
year long court case in Mecosta County, MI against 
Nestlé Waters North America/Ice Mountain extraction. 

 

● In 1993 native groups in Hawaii fought against suburban 
developers to shut down the Waiahole Ditch, which was 
diverting 27 million gallons of water per day from local 
farms in the area. They succeeded by citing The Public 
Trust Doctrine. 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

WATER BOTTLES: ARE THEY WORTH THE CONVENIENCE? 

     USA: 8.6 bILLION GALLONS  wORLDWIDE: 53 BILLION GALLONS  

Where in the world does this 
water come from? 

 
● Generally, water bottles sold are sourced “locally”, 

meaning from their home country. Since the Great Lakes 
are the largest source of freshwater in the U.S., 
American water bottles are mainly sourced there.  

 
Who is the worst offender? 

 
● There are many corporations who extract water 

from Common water sources, but by far the worst 
offender is Nestlé.  

 
Nestlé? Like the colorful candy company? 

 
● Yep. Nestlé has a huge bottling plant in Mecosta 

County, Michigan and another in Guelph, Ontario. 
They extract 400 gallons a minute in Michigan.  

● How are corporations allowed to extract 
water? I thought that Great Lakes water is 

considered a public good? 



 
 

● The ‘water bottle loophole’ in the Great Lakes 
Compact allows people to divert water from the 
lakes, but only if they are in containers holding 
5.7 gallons or less-thus allowing companies to 
take as much bottled water as they can. 

 
Nestlé must be paying a ton for this water, right? 

● Nestlé pays almost nothing for this water. Because 
their pumping stations are located on private land, 
they pay only a small permitting fee and costs of 
leasing the land. In fact, they received $13 million in 
tax breaks when they located in Mecosta county. 

 
Wait, what!? So they get the water practically for free 

and then sell it back to us? 
● Exactly. Nestle profits about $1.8 billion a day from 

their water bottling plants. 

How much do disposable water bottles really 

cost? 
 

● The average cost of a 12 oz water bottle is $1.20. 90% 
of the cost is associated with the physical bottle, 
label, and lid.  

 
● 340 million gallons of oil are used to produce the 

world’s plastic water bottles.  
 



 
 

● In North America, it tAKES 1.39 LITERS TO CREATE 1 LIter of 
water-the water usage is more in other parts of the 
world. 

 
● Producing bottled water consumed 2.5 million tons of 

carbon dioxide 
 

What’s the actual water footprint? 

 
According to The Water Footprint Network, the actual 
footprint created by bottled water and other 
disposable beverages is much higher than companies 
claim. The usage varies, but it is important to recognize 
that packaging consumes most of the water. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Does anyone defend disposable water bottles? 
 

● Well, yes, the corporations certainly do. Nestle 
spokesman, Brian Flaherty claims the water bottle 
industry is being singled out. "How do you define a 
product?" he asked. "Water goes into beer in 
Wisconsin and radiators in Detroit. Why would you 
have a separate standard for bottled water versus 
soda?" 

 



 
 

● ‘Bottled water matters’, funded by ‘The International 
Bottled water association’ claims multiple reasons 
for choosing water bottles, “Consumers are not 
uniformly replacing their public drinking water with 
bottled water; rather they are choosing bottled 
water over the other beverages available at the 
store and home” 

 
 

Is bottled water really safer than tap? 

 
● In most cases, no. There are hardly any regulations 

for bottled water. Municipal water is tested up to 
300 times a day vs bottled water which may only be 
tested once. 

 
So, I should just drink out of the tap? 

 
● In simple, yes. There are certainly exceptions,  but in 

Chicago, the water is considered incredibly safe and 
potable. Coupling your tap to a filter will 
ensure clean water that is perfectly safe to 
drink. 

 
In the United States, which might have the cleanest tap 

water in the world, Food & Water Watch reports that 
almost half (47.8% in 2009) of the bottled water sold 
is purified municipal water. That means that you are 
paying a huge markup for the water that runs freely 

from your tap. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

RECYCLE RECYCLE RECYCLE! 

 
● oNLY 1 IN 5 BOTTLES ARE RECYCLED. Considering that 

approximately 60 million plastic water bottles are 
used every day in the US, we can assume that nearly 
18,834,000,000 end up in the landfill each year. 
Each bottle can take up to 700 years to 
decompose. 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

What we learned 

 
● We collected plastic bottles from UIC campus. It 

took us 3 days to acquire about 400 bottles. 
 

● UIC maintenance does a great job of collecting 
garbage from campus, most bins were hardly full. 

 
● Students and faculty DO recycle, but we did find 

many bottles in the wrong cans. 
 

● Surprisingly, many bottles were still full of water. 
 

● We noticed most students using refillable bottles 
instead of disposable. 

 
● Plastic bottles make a surprisingly strong structure. 

 
 

 
Sculpture 

 
● We have the opportunity to present our sculpture at UIC’s Final Fling Event. Students 

will have the opportunity to sit in our chair as we ask them trivial questions about water 
extraction for bottling. After participating, they will receive a reusable water bottle 

courtesy of the UIC Sustainability Grant Fund. 

 
April 22nd  
3pm-7pm 

East Campus Quad 


