Advancing Public Trust Solutions to Save the Great Lakes

Goals

1. Build deep public awareness and to educate decision makers in
government, academia, business, and communities about current and
future issues, threats and abuses to the waters of the Great Lakes,
Public Trust Principles, and how these principles can be implemented
to provide a framework for governance over these waters to protect
them now and for future generations.

2. Advocate for the respect of the waters of the Great Lakes Basin, the
implementation of public trust principles in our governance of the
Great Lakes, the protection of the Lakes themselves, the rich
biodiversity they support, and the rights that belong to the people living

in the Great Lakes Basin.



YOU HAVE RIGHTS
Public Trust Doctrine

Used as early as the Justinian period, The Public Trust
Doctrine outlines how common resources are to be held in
trust by the state for the use and enjoyment of the general

public, rather than private interests. The Great Lakes are
protected under this doctrine from being exploited by private
groups for profit.

Drawbacks

The Public Trust’'s biggest weakness is the lack of
awareness to the doctrine itself. Much of the public is
unaware that they are the owners to common resources and
are protected by this doctrine. Many advocates would benefit
from knowing the inner workings of the doctrine and its ability
to achieve protection for beneficiaries.



Success

The Trust puts the power in the hands of the people, which is
where it holds strength. When governments fail to protect the
citizens, resulting in actual harm, they are able to invoke The
Public Trust Doctrine and find refuge within this principle.

e In 2009 environmental attorney, Jim Olson, settled a 10
year long court case in Mecosta County, M| against
Nestlé Waters North America/lce Mountain extraction.

e In 1993 native groups in Hawaii fought against suburban
developers to shut down the Waiahole Ditch, which was
diverting 27 million gallons of water per day from local
farms in the area. They succeeded by citing The Public

Trust Doctrine.



Mecosta County, Michigan

Nestle representatives claimed the company’s studies demonstrated that
pumping 400 gallons per minute (gpm) — 210 million gallons a year — would
not harm the wetlands, stream and lakes.

A group of Big Rapids-area citizens formed Michigan Citizens for Water
Conservation (MCWC) and began asking questions. MCWC's experts advised
that pumping would reduce the flow of the stream 28 percent and the level of
two lakes by as much as 6 inches. Then MCW(C's experts discovered that
Nestle's computer model was flawed: It included a “boundary” — a fixed
assumption that the headwater lake and stream had an infinite amount of
water. Incredibly, the model would never show impact.

In late 2003, Mecosta County Judge found that the proposed extraction would
cause substantial harm at any rate of pumping. Judge Root issued a permanent
injunction ordering Nestle to stop all pumping.

- Jim Olson, Environmental Attorney



WATER BOTTLES: ARE THEY WORTH THE CONVENIENCE?

USA: 8.6 BILLION GALLONS WORLDWIDE: 53 BILLION GALLONS

wHere in THe woruwbD boes THIS
waTtTer come From?

o GeneraLly, waTter BOTTLEeS SOLD are sourcep "“LocatlLy’,
meaninGg From THelr HOMme CoOunTIrd. sincCe THe GreaT Lakes
are THe LarcesT source OfF FresHwarter In tTHe U.s,
AMeriCan warter BOTTLEeS are malnty sourceb THere.

WHO IS THe WOrsT OFFenbper?

e THEre are many CorporaTionNs WHO exTracT waTer
From CcCOmmon waTer sources, BUT BY Far THe WOrsST
OFFenDer IS NesTLé.

NEeSTLEé? LIKe THe COLOrFUL Canby compPany?

e YEP.NesTLE Has a HUGe BOTTLING PLaANT IN MeCcosTa
counTy, MICHIGan anb anoTHer IN GuelkPH, ONTarlo.
THEeY eXTracCtT 400 GalLLONs a minuTe IN MICHIGan.

e HOW are CorroraTions aLLowebD TO exXTracCT
waTter? | THOUGHT THaT GreaT LaKes waTer IS
consibperep a PUBLIC GOOD?



o THe 'waTer BOTTLe LOOPHOLE IN THEe GreaT Lakkes
COMPAacCT aLLOWS PeOPLe TO DIVerT waTter From THe
LaKkes, BUT ONWY IF THEeY are in conTainers HouLbiNnGg
5.7 GALLONS Or Less-THUS alLLOWING compPanies 1O
Tarke as mucH BOTTLED warer as THeyY Ccar.

NesSTLé MUST Be PAYING a TON FOr THIS waTer, rIGHT?

e NESTLE PAYSsS aLmOST NOTHING FOr THIS waTer. Because
THeIr PUMPING STAaTioNs are Locarteb ONn PrivaTte Lanb,
THEeY Pay ONLY a smatlk Permitring Fee anb COSTS OfF
LeasinG THe LanbD. IN FacCT, THeY recelveD $13 MmIiLLIOn IN
TaX Breaks wHen THey LocarteD 1IN MeCOSTa COUNTY.

WalT, WHaT!l? SO THeY GeT THe WaTer PracrtiCalLly FOr Free
anb THeNn sell IT BaCK TO Us?
e EXACTLY. NesTLe ProfFITs aBOUT $1.8 BILLION a bay ~From
THelr water BOTTLING PLanTs.

HOW MUCH DO DIsSPOSaBLe WaTerIBOTTLeS reaclLy
cosT?

o THe averaGge COST OF al12 Oz waTtelr BOTTLe IS $1.20. 90%
OF THEe COST IS associaTteb WITH THe PHYSICal BOTTLE,
LaBelL, anbD LuID.

e 340 MILLION GaLLons OfF OlL are useb TO Probuce THe
WOrLD's PLasTIC waTter BOTTLES.



o [N NOINTH AMmeriCa, IT TAKES 1.39 LITERS TO CREATE 1 LITElr OF
waTter-THe water usage IS more 1IN oTHer Parts OoF THe
WOIrLD.

e PIroDUCING BOTTLED Warter consumeD 25 miLLion Tons OfF
Carson blIoXIDe

WHaT'S THe acCctTualt waTter FOOTPrinNnT?

ACCOINING TO THe watelr FOOTPINT NeTWOIrK, THe aCTual
FOOTPINT Createb BY BOTTLEeD warter anb OTHer
DISPOSaBLe BeveragGes IS mMmucCH HiGHer THamn compPanies
CLlalm. THe usaGe variles, BUT IT IS ImPOrtTanT TO recocnize
THAaT PaCKaGIinNG consumes maosT OfF THe warter.
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DOes anyone peFenD DISPOSaBLe waTer BOTTLeS?

o WelLlL, Yes, THe COrporartions cerrtalnty Do. NesTLe
SPOKesmMman, Brian FLadHertTy Cclalms tTHe water BOTTLe
INMDUSTIY IS BelNG sinGgLeb OuT. "HOW DO YOU Derlne a
ProbDucCT?" He asKeD. "WwarTtelr GOes INTO Beer IN
WISCONSIN anbD rablaTors INn beTroitT. wHY woulb You
Have a seParate sTanbarb FOr BOTTLeD warTter versus
sODba?"



BOTTLED Warter martrters, FunbebD BY THe InTermnartionalc
BOTTLED Water associaTtion cbalims mulLTIiPLe reasons
FOIr CHOOSING waTter BOTTLES, "consumers are noT
UNIFOrMmuuyY rePLacinGg THelr PuBLIC DIrfiNKING water WITH
BOTTLED warter; rarHer tTHeyY are CHOOSING BOTTLEeD
warTter over THe OTHer Beverages avaltaBLe aT THe
STOre anb HoOme"

IS BOTTLED waTer really safFer THan TaP?

M MOST Cases, NO. THelre are Harbly any reGuLaTtions
FOr BOTTLED waTter. MuniCiPat warter IS TesTeD UP TO
300 TImeS a bay vs BOTTLeD warter WHICH may onLy Be
TesTeb ONnce.

SO, I SHOULD JUST DrFiNK OUuT OF THe TaP?

N SIMPLE, Yes. THere are cerralinty excePTIoNns, BUT IN
CHICaGoO, THe warter IS consiberebD INCrebiBLY sarFe anb
POTaBLe. COUPLING YOUIr TaP TO a FILTer wWiLL
ensure cLean waTter THaT IS PerFecCTLY saFe TO
Drink.

IN THe uniTebD sTaTtTes, WHICH MIGHT Have THe CLeanesT Tak
warTter 1IN THe WOoreLb, EOOD & Watell WaTCH rePorTs THaT
ALMOST HAaLF (47.8% IN 2009) OF THe BOTTLED waTer souLbD
IS PUrIFIeD mMuniciPat waTer. THaTlT means tTHat You are
PayYING a HUGe markupP FOr THe wartel THaT runs Freely

From your Tap.



RECYCLE RECYCLE RECYCLE!

e ONLY TINS5 BOTTLES ARE RECYCLED. cOonsiberinGg tTHart
aPProxXimartely a0 miLLIiOnN PLasTIC waTter BOTTLeS are
useD every Day INn THe Us, We Can assume THaTtT nearty
18,834,000,000 enND UP IN THe LanDFILL eaCH Year.
EaQCH BOTTLE Can Tarke up 1O 700 Yyears 1O
Decompose.

Bulk water is
transported from
a remote source

Bottles are
warehoused and
then delivered to
retail stores and
local customers

The water is processed
then packaged in
bottles made from
petroleum products
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TER should
not be a public right.”

- Nestle CEO Peter Brabeck







wHaT we Learnebo
o \We COLLeCTeD PLasTIC BOTTLES From ulC CampPuUus. IT
TOOK US 3 Days TO acQullre aBoOUT 400 BOTTLES.

o UIC MaintTenance DOEeS a GreaT JOB OF COoLLeCTING
GarBagce ~rom campus, mosT BINsS were Harbly FuLl.

o STUDENTS anb FaACULTY DO recycLe, BUT We DID ~IND
Many BOTTLES IN THEeE WIrona Cans.

o SUIMPrIsSINGLY, mMmany BOTTLES Were STILL FULL OF wWarter.

e We NOTICED MOST STUDeNTS USING rerFittaBlLe BOTTLES
INSTeab OF DISPOSaBLe.

e PLASTIC BOTTLES Mare a SUrrPrisinGLy sTronag sTrucTture,

SCULPTUre

e We have the opportunity to present our sculpture at UIC’s Final Fling Event. Students
will have the opportunity to sit in our chair as we ask them trivial questions about water
extraction for bottling. After participating, they will receive a reusable water bottle
courtesy of the UIC Sustainability Grant Fund.

April 22nd
3pm-7pm
East Campus Quad



